Sample Model Legislation:
Cell Phone Use & Text Messaging While Driving

October 2, 2009

Sec. XXX
Be it enacted these provisions:

Definitions

(1) “Text Messaging Device” means a hand-held device used to send a text message or an electronic message via a short message service, wireless telephone service, or electronic communication network. 

(2) “Mobile Telephone” means a device used by subscribers and other users of wireless telephone service to access or respond to such service. 
Use of Mobile Phone or Text Messaging While Operating a Motor Vehicle

(1) A person may not use a text messaging device to write or send a text message while operating a motor vehicle in motion or in the travel portion of the roadway. 

(2) A person may not use a hand-held mobile telephone while operating a motor vehicle that is in motion or in the travel portion of the roadway. 
(3) This section does not apply to: 

(a) An authorized emergency vehicle, or a tow truck responding to a disabled

vehicle; 

(b)  A moving motor vehicle using a wireless communication device in hands-
       free mode; and

(c) A moving motor vehicle using a hand-held wireless communications
     device to— 

I. Report illegal activity;

II. Summon medical or other emergency help; and
III. Prevent injury to a person or property.
      (d) Violation of these provisions will result in a penalty of (fine, points,

            misdemeanor under Sec XXX, etc.)  
Effective Date

These provisions are effected 90 days after enacted of the law.
